DISCOVERING HOPE SERIES B BOOKLET

- '-’a.‘;;fSCIENTIFIC DISCOVER/ ‘
~ THAT RAISE PROFOUN %

ABOUT OUR ORIGINS

SCIENCE REVEALS AN AMAZING UNIVERSE.
SOME OF THE BIGGEST QUESTIONS REMAIN.

—
THE UNIVERSE .| THE UNIVERSE DNA CONTAINS LIFE APPEARS HUMAN
 HADA - . | IS FINELY TUNED INFORMATION EXTRAORDINARILY | CONSCIOUSNESS
FOR LIFE i

. BEGINNING - - ~ COMPLEX REMAINS A

MYSTERY

A single human cell - Even the s.implest

The universe appears | If physical ns contains enough cell containe Why are we
to have had a or Earth’s orbit information to fill incredible complexity, self-aware, moral,
beginning, = VR rlgI'lt, 1,000 to 2,000 Where did the first creative, and
What caused it? life could not exist. books life come from? spiritually hungry?

THE EVIDENCE IS REAL.
THE QUESTIONS ARE PROFOUND.
THE ANSWER POINTS TO GOD.

51 Centre Ave
THE NORTH JERSEY @ Secauctus, NJ 07094
UNITED PENTECOSTAL CHURCH

B4) pastor@njupc.org
Pastor Gary Evensen
pastor@njupc.org

@w

WWW.Djupc.org



WELCOME TO THE
DISCOVERING HOPE SERIES
Real Questions. Biblical Answers. Lasting Hope.
Life raises questions that are not always easy to answer.

Why am I here?, Does God really exist? , Can I trust the Bible?,
Why does God allow suffering?, Can my life really change? Is there
hope when I feel trapped, broken, or uncertain about the future?

The Discovering Hope Series was created to help people explore
questions like these through the truth of God's Word.

You need not be a Bible scholar or have all the answers.

And you do not need to have everything in your life figured out be-
fore you begin.

Each booklet focuses on a different question, struggle, or biblical
truth and is designed to help you discover what the Bible actually
says.

As you read, take your time.
Consider the Scriptures for yourself.
Ask questions, Pray.

And most importantly, allow God to speak to your heart through His
Word.

The Bible is more than a book of religious teachings. It reveals a
God who loves us, seeks us, and desires to transform our lives.

Whatever brought you to this booklet, we hope it becomes one more
step in your journey toward discovering the hope that can only be
found in Jesus Christ.

There is hope. There are answers.
And God may be closer than you think.
Pastor Gary Evensen Author
Pastor @ njupc.org
https:/www.njupc.org

https://www.youtube.com/@NJUPCINC
51 Centre Ave, Secaucus NJ 07094




FIVE SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES THAT
RAISE PROFOUND QUESTIONS ABOUT
OUR ORIGINS

Introduction

Many people assume science has eliminated the
need for God.

Surprisingly, some of the greatest scientific dis-
coveries of the last century have done the opposite.
Rather than removing God from the conversation,
they have raised profound questions about the ori-
gin of the universe, life, and humanity itself.
Science is excellent at explaining how things
work.

But some of the biggest questions remain:

e Why does anything exist?

e  Why is the universe so orderly?
e  Where did life come from?
e Where did information come from?

e  Why are humans conscious and moral beings?

Let's examine five discoveries that continue to
challenge scientists and philosophers alike.

1. THE UNIVERSE HAD A BEGINNING

For centuries many scientists believed the universe
was eternal.

Then came one of the greatest discoveries in scien-
tific history:

The universe is expanding.

This led to what is commonly called the Big Bang



theory.

Ironically, the Big Bang does not explain where
everything came from.

It points to a beginning.

If the universe had a beginning, what caused it?
Genesis 1:1

"In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth."

2. THE UNIVERSE IS FINELY TUNED FOR
LIFE

Scientists have discovered that numerous physical
constants appear precisely calibrated for life.
Examples include:

* Gravity

* Electromagnetism

* The strong nuclear force

* The expansion rate of the universe

If these values were altered even slightly, life
could not exist.

Our own planet also appears remarkably suited for
life.

The Earth orbits the sun at just the right distance to
support liquid water and a stable climate.

If Earth were significantly closer to the sun, tem-
peratures could become too hot for life as we
know it.

If Earth were significantly farther away, the planet
could become too cold.

Scientists often refer to this region as the
"habitable zone" or the "Goldilocks zone"—not



too hot and not too cold.

In addition, Earth's orbit is nearly circular. If it
were much more elliptical, extreme temperature
swings could make life difficult or impossible.
Earth's atmosphere, magnetic field, rotation rate,
and many other factors also contribute to making
life possible.

The question becomes:

Why is the universe so perfectly suited for life?
Accident?

Necessity?

Or design?

Psalm 19:1

"The heavens declare the glory of God; and the
firmament sheweth his handywork."

3. DNA CONTAINS INFORMATION

One of the most remarkable discoveries of modern
science is DNA.

Inside every living cell is a digital code containing
instructions for life.

DNA is not merely chemistry.

It is information.

Information is normally associated with intelli-
gence.

Books come from authors.

Computer code comes from programmers.
Instructions come from minds.

Scientists estimate that the DNA inside a single
human cell contains approximately 3 billion ge-
netic letters.



If that information were printed in ordinary books,
it would fill roughly 1,000 to 2,000 volumes of
about 500 pages each.

Yet all of that information is stored within a mi-
croscopic cell invisible to the naked eye.

The question is not merely how DNA works.
The question is:

Where did the information come from?
Everywhere we observe complex information in
daily life, we find an intelligent source behind it.
Libraries require authors.

Computer programs require programmers.
Instruction manuals require designers.

DNA contains vastly more information than any
computer program ever written.

The more scientists learn about DNA, the more
they discover an astonishing system of informa-
tion, storage, replication, and error correction oper-
ating within every living cell.

Where did the information in DNA originate?
Romans 1:20

"For the invisible things of him from the creation
of the world are clearly seen..."

4. LIFE APPEARS EXTRAORDINARILY
COMPLEX

Even the simplest living cell contains:

e Molecular machines

e Information systems

e FError-correction mechanisms



e Energy production systems

Scientists have learned much about life.

Yet the origin of the first living cell remains one of
science's greatest mysteries.

Life comes from life.

But where did the first life originate?

John 1:3-4

"All things were made by him; and without him
was not any thing made that was made. In him was
life..."

A Surprise Discovery

Many scientists once assumed that the simplest
living organisms would eventually be shown to be
relatively simple machines.

As microscopes improved and scientific knowl-
edge increased, many expected life's mysteries to
disappear.

Instead, the opposite happened.

The more scientists discovered, the more complex-
ity they found.

What once appeared to be a simple cell is now
known to contain:

* Molecular machines

* Information storage systems

* Error-correction mechanisms

* Energy production systems

» Communication networks

* Highly coordinated manufacturing processes

A modern cell has often been compared to a mi-
croscopic city filled with factories, transportation
systems, power plants, and information centers.



Rather than revealing simplicity, scientific discov-
ery has continually revealed deeper levels of com-
plexity.

The question remains:

How did such an intricate system originate?

The simplest forms of life are far more complex
than scientists imagined only a few generations
ago.

5. HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS REMAINS A
MYSTERY

Humans are different.

We are self-aware.

We reason.

We create.

We love.

We worship.

We ask questions about our own existence.
Science can study the brain.

But consciousness itself remains one of the great-
est unsolved mysteries.

Why do humans possess:

e Moral awareness?

e Spiritual longing?
e A sense of purpose?

A desire for eternity?
Ecclesiastes 3:11

"He hath made every thing beautiful in his time:
also he hath set the world in their heart..."



WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

None of these discoveries prove God in a labora-
tory.

But together they raise profound questions.

They suggest that the universe may be more than
an accident.

They suggest purpose.

They suggest design.

They suggest intelligence.

They suggest a Creator.

Conclusion

Science has revealed an astonishing universe.
Yet some of the biggest questions remain unan-
swered.

e Why does anything exist?

e  Why is the universe fine-tuned?

e Where did information come from?
e How did life begin?

e Why are humans conscious?

For many people, the answers point beyond nature
itself.

They point toward God.

Hebrews 11:3

"Through faith we understand that the worlds were
framed by the word of God..."



